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Canada's Commitment in Afghanistan

Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):

Mr. Speaker, when we look at Canada's reputation, for many years we, as a country and as a
nation, have been the champions of human rights, of peace, of stability, of diplomacy and of
democracy throughout the world. The Liberal Party and the previous Liberal governments have
always been a champion in ensuring that those rights are upheld, along with our international
reputation.

It is quite interesting that in the last 100 days, since the new Conservative government has
been in power, Conservative members are all of a sudden concerned about our international
reputation and Canada's foreign policy. If this was a priority for the government, why was it not
listed as one of the top five priorities that Mr. Harper wanted to address? In addition to this--

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Royal Galipeau):
The hon. member has mentioned the right hon. Prime Minister by his name. | invite the hon.
parliamentary secretary to respond to her question.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai:

Mr. Speaker, I find it ironic that the member for Brampton—Springdale would accuse my
party of just having human rights now. If the member looks at the record she will see that we
were the ones who supported the deployment in the first place. We stood behind democratic
reform and we stood up for human rights. | find those comments intolerable.

I have no idea what she means when she talks about 100 days. It was her government and the
prime minister before her when he was in the Persian Gulf who said that we would be there as
long as there was no shooting and then we will leave. What kind of commitment is that? She is
talking about human rights. We are not flip-flopping. We stand for human rights.
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