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Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):   

    Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Conservatives to stop the cover-ups and come forward with the 

truth. In his book, Harper's Team: Behind the Scenes in the Conservative Rise to Power, Tom 

Flanagan states that one last attempt was made on May 19 by Doug Finley to persuade Chuck 

Cadman. However, May 17 is the date Dona Cadman states that her husband was offered a 

million dollar bribe. 

 

Will the Prime Minister admit that a meeting also took place on May 17, or is he saying that 

Dona Cadman is lying? Who were the political operatives at the meeting and what offers were 

made to a dying man for his vote? 

 

Mr. James Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and 

Government Services and for the Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics, 

CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, I say this again for my colleague from Brampton. There was only the one 

meeting with Doug Finley and Tom Flanagan. That happened on the 19th. We have been clear 

and straightforward about that. It is the central truth of this. 

     I wish the Liberals would embrace the truth and recognize it as it sits before them plain as 

day. 

 

Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):   

    Mr. Speaker, a new revelation, in Mr. Flanagan's book we also learned that the natural 

resources minister helped to organize the May 19 meeting. No small feat since Chuck Cadman 

had just bounced two other Conservatives from his office for offering him a bribe. 

When will the Minister of Natural Resources tell the House about his role in the multiple offers 

that were made by the Conservatives to a dying man for his vote? 

 

Mr. James Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and 

Government Services and for the Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics, 

CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, the allegations about the natural resources minister are just flat not true. 

However, I wonder, though, if the Liberals really believe in these allegations, if they really 

believe in their own rhetoric, last night why did only seven Liberal MPs show up to vote on their 

own budget amendment? If they really believe in their own rhetoric, if they really believe that 

the government should not continue to govern, then maybe we will see tonight whether they 

show up to vote and represent their constituents. 

 



 

 

 

Mr. Don Bell (North Vancouver, Lib.):   

    Mr. Speaker, Dona Cadman stands by her contention that Conservatives deeply offended her 

late husband when they tried to get his vote with a million dollar insurance policy. When asked if 

she considered it to be a bribe, she said, “yes”. 

    Her husband did not tell her the names of the two individuals involved, but it is clear from the 

tape that the Prime Minister knew who they were. On tape, he told them to “make the case” to 

Mr. Cadman. 

    When will the Prime Minister tell Canadians just who these two individuals are? 

 

Mr. James Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and 

Government Services and for the Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics, 

CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, the only case made to Chuck Cadman was our case. We recognized that he was a 

fantastic member of Parliament. We wanted him to present himself as a Conservative candidate 

in a subsequent campaign. We asked him to rejoin the Conservative caucus. We said that we 

would give him assistance in a subsequent election campaign, that we were proud to have him as 

a colleague and that we wanted him to continue as a Conservative. 

     That is the only offer. That was the only thing put on the table. Doug Finley has said so. Tom 

Flanagan has said so. In fact, Chuck Cadman himself said so. My colleague does not have to take 

my word, but I hope he believes the word of Chuck Cadman. 

 

Mr. Don Bell (North Vancouver, Lib.):   

    Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister's own words, caught on tape, show that he knew a lot more 

about this affair than his initial statement, which claimed that he had “looked into the matter and 

could find no confirmation”.  

    Just how seriously did the Prime Minister look into this two and a half years ago? Could he 

produce any documentation to prove that the matter was ever investigated? 

 

Mr. James Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and 

Government Services and for the Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics, 

CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, what matters here are the facts, again. The facts are that there was the one 

meeting and there was the one offer to Chuck Cadman for him to present himself as a 

Conservative candidate. 

    I wish the Liberals would embrace the facts, instead of running away from it like Superman 

from kryptonite, and recognize that there are some basic facts here. The facts are we made the 

one offer to Chuck Cadman to present himself as a Conservative, to rejoin our caucus and get re-

elected as a Conservative. He was a good man, and we believe his word when he said that no 

other offer was made. Tom Flanagan and Doug Finley have corroborated that as well. This is the 

simple case of the fact of the matter. 

*   *   * 

 
 


