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Health  
Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):   
    Mr. Speaker, thousands of Canadians are waiting hours to see doctors in emergency rooms and 
waiting months to see specialists. The Conservative government has absolutely no plan and it has 
invested no new money to achieve the wait times guarantee. 
 
    Now we learn the reason why the minister has been distracted. He has been busy trying to increase 
the profits of drug companies, like the one in which he has a 25% stake. Another Conservative minister 
and another conflict of interest. 
 
    Will the minister get out of the drug company business and start focusing on his real job, which is to 
address the health care concerns of Canadians? 
 
Hon. Rob Nicholson (Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for 
Democratic Reform, CPC):   
    Mr. Speaker, I must say how disappointed I am in the member raising this particular issue in this 
manner.  
 
    All of my colleagues have made disclosure to the Ethics Commissioner. They have followed the 
directives. They are in complete compliance.  
 
    We do not need any lessons from members of the Liberal Party on ethics or anything else. 
 
Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):   
    Mr. Speaker, let me remind the hon. member that it was the Liberal government that appointed the 
Ethics Commissioner who his government is hiding behind. 
 
    Double-talk and double standards seem to have become the hallmarks for the government.  
 
    The Liberal government was committed to health care, which is why we put $42 billion into health 
care over 10 years. The Conservative government has not done this. There is no new money. 
 
    It is obvious and it is evident that the Minister of Health is distracted from doing his job. 
 
     When will the minister do the right thing, step up to the plate and sell his shares so he can continue 
doing his job on behalf of Canadians to address the concerns of health care? 
 
Hon. Rob Nicholson (Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for 
Democratic Reform, CPC):   



    Mr. Speaker, that is a bunch of nonsense. If the member has any allegations that she wants to make, 
she should make them outside the chamber and in public. 
 
    The problem with the Liberals is that they are mad at ministers and members who are in compliance. 
However, when they were in office, tens of millions of dollars were lost, misplaced, paid to their friends 
and, until they were caught, they could not find a nickel. That is their record. 
 
 


