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Employment Insurance

Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):

Madam Speaker, I rise today to present a petition on behalf of many Brampton families that have been
affected by the economic crisis. In particular, the members of CAW Brampton chapter Local 1285 have come
together because they have been impacted by the substantial number of layoffs, foreclosures and companies
that have closed. Over 380,000 people have lost their jobs over the last six months. These are not just statistics
on paper, but actual individuals.

Members of CAW Brampton chapter Local 1285 and their families have come together to request that the
Conservative government immediately provide reform to the employment insurance system. In particular, they
are requesting that Parliament provide a better, fairer employment insurance system and that there be the
following legislative reforms: to have 360 hours to qualify for entry-level EI benefits so that there is an
equalization of accessibility for EI across the country; to have benefits set at 60% of normal earnings based on
a worker's 12 best weeks with no allocation of severance pay; and to increase the maximum benefit duration to
at least 50 weeks.

They are requesting that the government immediately provide improved benefits for EI so that those who are
struggling with the loss of their job can actually get the resources, tools and support they need.
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