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Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today in recognition of the 10th anniversary of Family
Literacy Day which was recently celebrated in communities like my own riding of Brampton—
Springdale.

Low literacy rates are a fact in Canada: four out of every ten adults in Canada struggle with
low literacy. This represents almost nine million people.

Created by the ABC CANADA Literacy Foundation, Family Literacy Day encourages family
reading and lifelong learning. The founders of Family Literacy Day, as well as literacy
organizations, schools and libraries, deserve recognition for their tireless efforts year-round to
assist Canadians with the skills, tools and resources they need to learn and succeed.

The government must stop cutting and start investing in literacy. We, as parliamentarians in
this House, must do everything we can to support literacy and literacy programs in Canada.



