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Government Contracts
Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the dirt keeps on oozing because in order to get untendered communications contracts
from the Conservative government, one clearly needs to be a buddy of the finance minister.

There was one untendered contract worth $122,000 from the finance minister and two other
untendered contracts from Industry Canada, all given to Hugh MacPhie. Who is he? A former Mike
Harris operative. There was another sole source contract to the vice president of the Ontario
Progressive Conservatives.

How many untendered goodies has the finance minister given to his former Mike Harris cronies?

Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, the contracts were awarded in conformity with Treasury Board requirements. The
department had two contracts with MacPhie & Company for work completed in 2007. The total invoice
for these two contracts was $19,575.

Ms. Ruby Dhalla (Brampton—Springdale, Lib.):

Mr. Speaker, we need an apology because it shows that MacPhie's Industry Canada contracts were to
describe the government's strategy on science and technology. That could not have been too much
work because if we look at the recent firings and gag orders, one does not have to really believe that the
government actually believes in scientific expertise.

The government actually fired Canada's chief science adviser. Will the President of the Treasury Board
explain why government rules are being violated, all in an effort to pocket the books of the finance
minister's cronies?

Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, to be perfectly clear, no rules were violated.

As fas as Dr. Carty is concerned, he announced that he would be retiring effective March 2008 as
science adviser. The government has been supportive of a motion brought before the industry
committee. We will be having Mr. Carty before our committee to answer all questions and we await his
appearance.



